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Older Youth Collaborative Webinar Series
Cross-system Collaboration & Transition Planning
April 17, 2017, 10:00 – 11:00 am
RSVP to Rachael Ickes at CWTPreg@pitt.edu to receive WebEx information
Presentation Description:
Obtaining permanency for older youth can be a challenge. It is key that Independent Living workers and Permanency workers understand each other’s role and how to work together to achieve the outcomes of youth having positive, supportive adults in their lives and transition successfully into adulthood. 
Successful transition and permanency planning become even more daunting when youth are involved in multiple systems – special education, mental health, substance abuse, juvenile probation, and others. Service providers in the community and in other systems may not fully understand the special needs of current and former foster youth and can sometimes feel as though they are at odds with each other. 
This session provides a model for improving collaboration between Permanency and Independent Living workers, and then explores greater coordination of cross-system providers to further achieve permanency and successful transitions into adulthood. The development and primary goal of the Lackawanna County Independent Living Collaborative will be discussed with methods to develop greater cross-systems collaboration that lead to better outcomes for youth in transition. 
Participants will be able to do the following:
· Recognize why greater collaboration is important for older youth and successful transition.
· Identify key child welfare partners for permanency and independent living services.
· Identify community and system partners that should be included in successful transition planning and cross-system work.
· Develop methods to engaging key partners by learning about the methods employed and outcomes achieved so far from the Lackawanna County Independent Living Collaborative.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Determine their own goals for collaboration with regard to independent living, permanency planning, and service provision on a direct service level and on a systems level.
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